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1. Introduction:
a) Background information: The selected country for the research project is Guatemala, and the specific penal institution is the Pavon Prison.  
b) Background information: The criminal justice system of Guatemala is similar to that of the United States, and includes stages such as the hearing of the criminal case, oral trial whereby evidence is presented, and witnesses attest before a court system, and then the appeal follows. 
c) Background information: However, in Guatemala, cases are determined by judges rather than a jury as for the case of the United States. Consequently, the judges in Guatemala have been under enormous criticism (House, 2017).
d) Thesis statement: Notably, the outline of the research project comprises of the selected crime, juvenile versus adult system, criminal justice system explained, the selected and researched prison, and crime statistics in Guatemala. 
2. Body paragraph 1
i. Topic sentence: The selected crime in Guatemala criminal justice system
a) Supporting detail: The selected crime is the murder case of Archbishop Juan Gerardi that happened in 1998 (Handy, 2017). The suspects for the murder case were Disrael Lima, a retired head of the military unit system, Byron Lima, son to Disrael Lima, and Jose Villanueva, a retired bodyguard of the presidential escort unit. 
b) Supporting detail: The case was determined by a panel of 3 judges who charged the suspects with murder and subjected them to a prison sentence of 30 years (Handy, 2017). The accused are said to have committed the crime following the Archbishop's release of a report blaming the Guatemala military system for the demise of around 200,000 civilians during the civil war (Handy, 2017).
c) Supporting detail: The ruling of death sentences in the United States is different from that of Guatemala due to the form of governance employed by the United States. Different states in the United States may have different rulings on murder cases. For example, murder cases in Florida may be penalized to a death sentence, while in California, murder cases involving the demise of peace advocates may be penalized for 10 to 25 years (Neubauer & Fradella, 2018).
3. Body paragraph 2
i. Topic sentence: The juvenile versus adult system in Guatemala.
a) Supporting detail: The Guatemalan law requires that juveniles be presented before judges with immediate effect, judges should prompt juveniles in private areas, national police agents should submit to the judge a factual report of the case, and the agent should inform the parents or family members of the juvenile. 
b) Supporting detail: Before arresting adults in Guatemala, the law requires the police to issue a court arrest warrant unless the suspect was convicted at the scene of the crime, police are only allowed to detain suspects for 6 hours, arrest warrants should not be executed between 6 pm and 6 am and suspects are allowed to access lawyers and should be accorded bail terms (Zimmermann, 2017). 
c) Supporting detail: Juveniles in Guatemala are subjected to the juvenile criminal system with the aims of reeducating and correcting them. In contrast, adults are taken to courts to punish them for their wrongdoing and prevent them from committing similar crimes in the future.
4. Body paragraph 3
i. Topic sentence: Guatemala criminal justice system
a) Supporting detail: Since the beginning of the 21st century, Guatemala has modified its judicial system that was initially similar to that of the United States. In Guatemala, citizens can be part of a criminal case and thus form part of the litigation team, while in America, citizens do not have any official mandate in criminal cases (Pallister, 2019).
b) Supporting detail: The judicial system in Guatemala has been infiltrated by staged crime and inadequacy of resources, both technical and financial. As a result, the country is ranked among the most corrupt in the world. The judicial system in the country was also not independent and faced influence from powerful political personalities, affluent citizens, and gang groups, thereby leading to the establishment of the courts of high-risk crimes. 
c) Supporting detail: However, in the recent past, the Guatemala judicial system has been experiencing some advancement, including the establishment of new courts in rural areas, while the number of judges and prosecutors has also been increased. In addition, the establishment of the Public Prosecutor's Office increased public trust in the country's judicial system.
5. Body paragraph 4
i. Topic sentence: The selected penal institute
a) Supporting detail: Pavon prison is one of the prison systems in Guatemala that was established towards the end of the 1970s (Fontes & O'Neill, 2019). Due to the increasing rate of incarceration in the country, the prison became flooded with criminals after its construction. As a result, the law enforcement authorities decided to manage the exterior of the prison and let the prisoners control the interior.   
b) Supporting detail: Initially, the prison could host around 1,000 inmates, but due to the increasing rate of criminal activities in the country, the capacity was expanded to host around 4,000 prisoners (Fontes & O'Neill, 2019). 
6. Body  paragraph 5
i. Topic sentence: Crime statistics in the country
a) The rate of criminal activities in Guatemala is high, and it ranges from corruption, infiltrated the judicial system to gang activities. Most forms of criminal activities in the country are burglary and theft. According to the Overseas Security Advisory Council, the country experienced at least 100 murder cases in 2018 (Kuris, 2019).
b) Supporting detail: Former military officers influenced by political figures and drug lords have been highly associated with the increased rate of criminal activities in the country. Guatemala is connected to Mexico and Honduras and is thus strategically located to facilitate the movement of drugs that are highly demanded in the United States.  Human trafficking, particularly commercial sex, is also practiced in the country.
7. Conclusion
a) The judicial system in Guatemala has been infiltrated by staged crime and the inadequacy of resources, both technical and financial.
b) The rate of criminal activities in Guatemala is high, and it ranges from corruption, infiltrated the judicial system to gang activities.
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